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Prof Gets a Look at Economic Growth in Ghana 
Gerry Simons wanted to expand 
his knowledge of developing coun-
tries . Thro ugh Grand Va lley's Office of 
International Affa irs the assistant profes-
sor of Economics applied for an award 
to attend a 10-day COUNCIL: CIEE 
seminar in Ghana , and headed off to 
Africa on Janua1y 2. 
Simo ns jo ined up with a group of 
nine othe r faculty members from U.S. 
colleges and universities at the Unive rsi-
ty of Ghana , located nine miles from 
Accra , Ghana's capital. The seminar, 
wh ich focused on the country's co-
nomic growth and development over 
the last 16 years, gave him a crash 
course in Ghana 's histo1y , culture and 
economic state. 
According to Simons, he had some 
eye-opening experiences during his stay 
the re. "The fi eld trips we took re freshed 
my mind about some things that had 
become a bit dusty," he said. "Being 
exposed to the poverty the re reminded 
me that there a re so many things I take 
for granted. " 
Cbildren on tbe streets of Jamestown, Cbana, surrounded Ceny Simons during a site visit to 
observe micro-enterprises f unded by United Nations programs. 
Simon described a trip to Jamestown, 
a suburb of Accra , where the group 
visited some micro-ente rprises. He got a 
continued on page 2 
Lubbers Marks 30th Anniversary as Head of GVSU 
When Arend D. Lubbers began his 
presidency at Grand Valley State 
College on January 18, 1969, he saw 
many possibilities ahead for the 
young institution. Now, as he c le-
brates a milestone ann iversa1y , he is 
stil l looking ahead to changes for the 
unive rsity he has headed for 30 yea rs. 
"Being a college president is a 
dive rse occupation ," Lubbers once 
told the Grand Rapids Press. "Your 
job is constantl y changing as the 
needs of the institution change. You 
spend a lot of time in one area; then 
when that's accomplished , you head 
somewhere else." 
Lubbers is Grand 
Va lley's second presi-
dent, fo llowing in the 
footsteps of 
James H. 
Zumberge. 
Before coming 
to Grand Valley, 
Lubbe rs served 
as president of 
Central College 
in Pe ll a, Iowa, 
for nine years. 
At the time of 
his appointment 
at the age of 29, 
he was the 
youngest college 
president in the 
count1y. Two 
years later, Life 
magazine named 
continued on page 2 
Arend D. Lubbers, pictured /Jere currently and in bis em·ly years at Grand 
Valley, bas tbe second-longest tenure in tbe nation for a president at afour-
yem· state college or university. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the O ffice of 
University Communications 
eve1y Monday w hen classes are 
in sess ion and biweek ly during 
the summer. T he submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
emai l forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telep hone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250 Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World W ide Web 
at: www.gvsu .edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
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Lubbers Marks 30th Anniversary 
continued f rom page 1 
him to its list of the top 100 
young men in the United States 
under the age of 40. 
Grand Valley - Then and Now 
1.2.62 1222 
As GVSU's president, 
Lubbers has led the university's 
evolution from a small , liberal 
arts college to a regional 
university w ith 75 undergradu-
ate and graduate programs. 
Since 1982, GVSU has been 
Michigan's fastest growing 
university, with a fa ll 1998 
enro ll ment of more that 16,700 
students. 
Student enrollment 2,220 (fa ll 68) 16,751 (fa ll 98) 
Number of faculty 85 526 
umber degree programs 17 75 
Graduate programs 0 12 
Number of buildings 9 40 
University budget $2.5 mill ion $105 mi ll io n 
Va rsity sports 4 19 
Prof Gets a Look at Economic Growth 
continued from page 1 
close look at several "curb-side" businesses, 
where people were making items such as 
brooms, wooden carvings , and fi shing nets . 
Since his return , Simon is eager to talk to 
students about traveling to Ghana to 
experience a different culture. He plans to 
incorporate his experience into his courses 
o n economic development and emerging 
ma rkets . 
"I wa nt to dispel the myth that this is a 
pa rt of the world we can forget about," he 
sa id. "I wa nt to explain to my students why 
we encourage economic development in 
countries like this." 
Grand Valley is working on an exchange 
possibili ty with the University of Ghana, 
sa id Dean of Inte rnational Affa irs Brenda 
Robinson. "Dr. Simons' experience is pa rt of 
a comprehensive program with Ghana built 
on the Ghana Group Projects Abroad in 
1998. Grand Valley is working to link fa culty 
expertise and study abroad with the 
Coming Events 
GVSU Van Cliburn Series 
Features Russian Pianist 
A concert by Katia Skanavi will wrap up 
the GVSU Va n Cliburn Seri es on Tuesday, 
February 2, at 8 p .m., in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre. 
Tickets are $15 for facul ty and staff mem-
bers and alumni , and $35 for general admis-
African/ African American Stud ies Program. 
It's very exciting for GVSU," she sa id. 
March 15 Is Deadline for 
International Opportunity 
The Office of International Affairs, in 
collaboration w ith the Faculty Teaching 
and Leaming Center, is offering an overseas 
opportunity to internationalize courses and 
curriculum at GVSU. 
O ne Grand Valley fa cul ty member, Geny 
Simons, assistant professor of Economics, 
recently returned from a seminar in Ghana 
(see article), leaving one more opening. 
GVSU w ill sponsor a faculty member for 
selected International Faculty Development 
Seminars administered by COUNCIL: CIEE 
in Brazil, Chile , China, Costa Rica, Hunga1y, 
Mexico, Poland, Russia, South Africa , 
Turkey, or Vietnam . 
Application deadline is March 15. Call 
x3898 for details. 
sion . Call Leslie Moore in the Music Depart 
ment, x3484, to reserve tickets. 
Arts at Noon Series Features 
Trio and Ensemble 
The Lan ier Trio will perfo rm at the next 
Arts at Noon concert on Wednesday, 
February 3, at 12 noon in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. The group, vio linist William Preucil , 
cellist Dorothy Lewis, and pianist Cary 
continued on page 3 
Across Campus 
Muskegon Offers Help 
With WRl's Infrastructure 
Needs 
The Muskegon City Commission 
unanimously approved a resolution last 
week to help Grand Valley State 
Un iversity get water and sewer service 
for the Water Resources Institute field 
station on the Muskegon Lake water-
front. The city will prepare an engineer-
ing study and apply for state grants to 
pay for the water and sewer hook-up. 
"The commissioners all made 
wonderful , warm and welcoming 
comments about WRI coming to 
Muskegon," said Matt McLogan, vice 
president for University Relations. "They 
expressed their pride in Grand Valley 
having selected Muskegon as the site for 
the W G. Jackson and for the field 
station, and they said they want to do 
everything they can to help us succeed. " 
Chairman emeritus of the SPX 
Corporation Charles Johnson II, who 
heads the capital campaign to improve 
City and county commissioners welcomed the development of Grand Valley 's 
WRJ site on Muskegon Lake. Left to right, are city commissioners Scott 
Sieradzki and Tim Michalski, Matt Mclagan, GVSU vice president for Univer-
sity Relations, county commissioners Paul Baade and Nancy Fiye, and Water 
Resources Director Ron Ward. 
the site and 
construct an 
administra-
tive/ class-
room/ la bora-
tory building, 
spoke to the 
commission-
ers about the 
need to raise 
the $5 million 
from the 
community. 
Johnson said 
he believed it 
wou ld be 
accomplished 
because it 
was "such a 
stellar 
project. " 
Coming Events 
continued jiwn page 2 
Lewis, has performed throughout the 
United States and across Europe since 
1986. 
Named 
in hono r of 
the Georgia 
poet and 
musician 
Sidney 
Lanie r, the 
trio has 
produced 
several 
recordings. 
Their two-
The Lanier Trio 
CD release of Antonin Dvorak's 
"Four Piano Trios" was ha iled by 
Time Magazine as one of the "Best 
of 1993." 
On Monday, February 8, the Core 
Ensemble and Akin Babatunde will 
present a special evening-length 
piece, titled "Of Ebony Embers," a 
music theatre work for solo actor 
and chamber music trio, at 12 noon 
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
"Of Ebony Embers" explores the 
life and times of African Americans 
who helped shape the Harlem 
Renaissance - Langston Hughes, Countee 
Cullen, and Claude McKay, as seen 
Faculty /Staff Campaign 
Breaks Record 
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After all the donations were tallied, 
the 1998 Faculty/ Staff Campaign proved 
to be another record-breaker with, 740 
individuals donating more than 
$195,183 to GVSU, an increase of 
$36,408 over last year's donations. 
"This has been our most successful 
effort in the 16-year histo ry of the 
campaign, " campaign coordinator Kent 
Fisher told the campus community , 
"and I thank you for your support and 
willingness to be a part of something 
truly special at GVSU. Thanks also to 
our retired and adjunct members whose 
pa rticipation also increased in this 
campaign." 
Jeff Musser, director of Budgets and Financial 
Analysis, asks President Lubbers for change 
from his "Don 's Doughnut Dollar. " Faculty 
and stcif.f members who donated to this year's 
campaign took a coffee break with the Presi-
dent last week. 
Core Ensemble and Akin Babatunde 
through the eyes of the painter Aaron 
Douglas. 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Ga lle ry Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon. -Fri ., 10 a.m.-7 p .m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
Mon., Jan.11-Fri.,Feb. 12 
Ga lle1y Hours: Michigan Potters Association Exhibit. Calder 
Art Ga lle ry, PAC. 
Mon.,Feb. 1 
10 a.m.: Grand Forum. "Grand Rapids Strategic Plan: 
Qualities of Life Issues ." EC. 
12:30 p .m.: Grand Forum. "Try Philosophy. " EC. 
Tues., Feb. 2 
11 a.m.: Piano Master Class. Katia Skanavi, offers a master 
class for young pianists and teache rs. The Recital Hall , 
PAC. 
8 p.m.: Yan Cliburn Internationa l Piano Competition Series . 
Katia Skanavi, Russia , concludes the GYSU series from 
the Tenth Yan Cliburn International Piano Competition. 
LAT, PAC. Call x3484 for tickets . 
Wed. ,Feb. 3 
10 a.m.: Grand Forum. "Human Genetics Slide Show." EC. 
Coming Events 
continued from page 3 
The natio nally acclaimed trio of cello, piano, and 
percussion, will perform music by African American com-
pose rs ranging from the jazz greats Duke Ellington and 
Charles Mingus to concert music composers William Grant 
Still and George Walker. 
Se ries coordinator Julianne Vanden Wyngaa rd reminds 
concert goers that the Core Ensemble performance will run 
unti l approximately 1:15 p.m. 
U.N. Administrator 
To Speak at SSB Alumni Breakfast 
Faculty and staff members are invited to attend the next 
Seidman Alumni Association Breakfast on Friday, February 5, 
at 7:30 a. m. on the second floor of the Eberhard Center. 
The speaker will be Derek Boothby, former director of 
the Department of Political Affa irs at the United Nations. 
Boothby, who recently retired from the United ations, was 
the deputy director of operatio ns for weapons inspections in 
Iraq. He also assisted former Secreta1y of State Cyrus Yance 
in the Balkan States region, and served as second-in-
command of a 7,000-person peace-keeping operation in 
Eastern Slovenia. 
Ca ll the SSB Dean's Office, x2160, to make a reservation. 
The brea kfast w ill conclude by 8:50 a .m. 
11 a.m.: Student Employee Training. 411 EC. Call x2215 to 
register. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Lanier Trio. CDC. 
12:30 p.m.: Grand Forum. "Some Societal Issues in Genet-
ics. " EC. 
Fri., Feb. 5 
7:30 a .m.: Seidman Alumni Association Breakfast. Derek 
Boothby, speaker. Second fl oor, EC. Call x2160 to RSVP. 
8:30-10:30 a.m.: FTLC Workshop , "A Working Workshop on 
Student Eva luations." 106 STU. Ca ll x3498 for reserva-
tions. 
12-2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop, "A Working Workshop on 
Student Evaluations." 106 STU. Call x3498 for reserva-
tions. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Sat. , Feb. 6 
5 p .m.: Swimming & Diving. o rthe rn Michigan University 
at GYSU. 
1 p.m. : Women 's Basketball. Lake Superio r State University 
at GYSU. 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketba ll . Lake Supe rior State Unive rsity at 
GVSU. 
Nominations for Women's Commission 
Award Due February 15 
The annual Women's Commission Maxine Swanson 
Award wi ll be g iven at a ceremony on March 22 to an 
individual who has provided leadershi p in support of the 
rights of women at GYSU. 
The award was given last yea r for the first time and is 
named after Maxine Swa nson, first woman chair of the 
Gra nd Valley Board of Control. The first recipient was 
Virginia Gordon, now retired , who was honored for her 
work to improve the sta tus and employment climate fo r 
women at GYSU, especia lly the clerica l staff. 
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Award cri te ria: a person who has contributed to an 
environment that suppo rts the rights of all women at Grand 
Va ll ey; a person who is committed to working in partne r-
ship with the university on policies that remove barrie rs 
impeding women 's lea rning, professiona l growth , creativity, 
and employment; and a person who seeks to create 
opportunities for interactions among all women on campus. 
Nominatio ns should be submitted in writing to Cindy 
Mader, 1140 MAK, by February 15. A brief statement of 
reasons the individual deserves the award should be 
included. 
